YVICTORIAN ROAD RACING

SALI SAILS
TO VICTORY

Victorian C-grader Chris Sali
was the big winner at the
opening round of the Yictorian
Road Racing Championships,
held at Broadford circuit on 9-
10 February:

Sali's consistency saw him
take the Supervike honours
on his Suzuki GSX-R1000 with
ane win and two seconds in
the three heats, before adding
the silverware from the 5&th
Harvie Wiltshire Trophy to his
List a= well.

B-grader Dean Oughired
[Dynoverks/Pro Coat Yamaha
YZF-R1| finished rupner-up ta
Sali in both the championship
points table and feature race,
with Glenn Taylor [Suzuki
GSX-R1000] doing similarly
with third in both.

Supersport honours
waent lo Andrew Brooks [NC
Technologies Yamahal with
three wins from three starts
in the combined Supersportf
Superstock events, while
ASC reqular Alistair Reid
[Kawasaki ZX-4R] did likewise
inthe Superstock category,
missing out on the win in the
final hieat by just 0.129sec.

Rhys Moller [Honda R5125]
prevailed ina field of 13 1255,
with Jed Metcher [Angelo’s
Aluminium R5125! taking a
win off Moller in'the opening
heat before Moller took the
next two victories to claim
overall honours.

The meeting also hosted
the secand round of the
Victorjan Metrakit Junior
Series, with Adrian StafHord
extending both his Under-14
and Blcc series leads with six
wins from six starts.

Rion Marten and Rod Bell
took sidecar honours on their
Suzuki GSX-R1000-powered
outfit, with Duane Wans
[Megacyele Kawasaki ZXR400]
victarious in Farmula 400 over
Wayne Farrest [Mastercoal
Honda CBRA00].

Full results available at
www.computime.com.au.

Ken Woottan

SUMMERNATIONALS
ROCK WSID

The 2008 Summermatinnals al
Western Sydney International
Uragway on 15-14 Februany
was one of the best, if not the
greatest, drag races ever beld
i Mustralia.

In Top Hike, the current
champ Jay Upton again
struggled to record 2 good
number and didn’l yualify. This
opened up the opporionilies
for both Athol Wiltiams and
Leonard Azzopardi. But let's
not forget those thumping Y
Lvies Hlzzr leys. Wil 10 anlides,
qualifying was always gning
to be very exciting. After the
smoke had cleared, Williams
was on opwith a 656 CT at
197 mph. Aceopard) was second
wilha &.77, followed by Aref
Stevens |6.¥9) and teammate
Troy McLean [6.83]. The
Burmp was held by rockis Sam
Parker, while his dad Phil zod
Upton were on the putsideof
the field.

Ire the first round Phil -
Parker, who replaced his
san, was unahle bo catch
Williams’ &40, Azzopardi put
away Rodney Salvestro with a
681, McLean stayed ahcad of
Meville Smitly wilth a2 6.97, and
Slevens pul Dennis Granl back
on the trailer with 2 450

I'he semi-finals featured
four six-sccond bikes. Williams
went through o this final with
a-H.54 win over 3 687 from
Mcl ean while Stevens got a

Athol Williams on his
impressive run of 5,65

bireak with Azzopardi bro¥e,

The final was a great drag
race lo the and. Slevens was
on kill but his .71 was short
of Williams™ 6.8%, The fack
Danicls Harley also sct top
speed of e ovenl wilth a
208,92 T mph biasl Thres rounds
rernain, with Mcl zan leading
the charge on 383 points,
Stevens on 300 and Williams
Third on 283,

The entry list for Pro Stock
Motoroycle was a litkle on the
thin side, but those that did
show werd the best riders and
terms o1 Lhe country.

[t was A busy first day wifh
three qualifving sessions
on the Friday, After the final
session, Peler Cochrane
punished the [ield with a
guick ¥, 165184 %1 ahnard the
5&5 Buell of Brett Stevens.
Ouite a bit back was second
place holder Jason Lee will
a3 T.460 179 on the Suzuki of
Trevor Birrell,

Cochrane went out in the
semi-Tinals on raco day when
his Buall slowead in the bollom
nf the track.

[he tinal was anti-climactic
whon Michael Gilbertson's
Hog's Dreath Suzuld broke,
and Jason Lee look Lha solo
winwith a 7.79 hest.

e win moves Lee into
second place with one round
rEmining.

John Baremans

DAKAR UPDATE

Tiea directar of tha Dakeir, Patrica
Clarg, announced that the 2609 Dakar
Rally will take place in Argentina

and Dhide on 3-18 Ianuary, & 5000
Jilometre course is planned, including
000k of spanial stages. The 2008
rally wilk ek its first Himea in South
America,

MLADIN V5 SPIES

The 2006 AMA Superhike
Ghanpionzhin Iooke to e a repfay.

of list seazon, Rockstar Makita
Yoshiimura Suzuki's Ben Spies and Mat
Miadin dominated the final gathering
at Califarnia Speedway prior to the
garly March curtain raiser, Spies
fimisheet the test with an unetiial
bestiap of 1:22.4, well helow the
1:23.117 Jap that earaed him pale far
lagt Aprifs race. Miadin digped info
e 223, bt was mostly in the low 235
He fost the trant-emd kata i the firl
day. and despile escaping injury, ke
did not contimue. A4 .

SAN CARLO GRESINI
Gresini Honda has tanted a new tile
sporesor for the 2006 MatoGP Warld
Champlanshii seasan, with leadian
snack food company San Cardo.
joiming ihe squad to make it Team San
Garlo Honda Gresind. The sucoessiul
privateer team has bean without a
lithe sptonsor-snca 2006 when it was
spansored by Forting,

ADAMS’ KEY

Mitdura sgeedway star Leigh Atams
was awarded the keys to the city

by e Mildiea Rioral Gity Goaneil as
partof its Austratia Bay celabratlons.
Adams was humauret for his skploits
on the world speedway stage. Atter
rixceling the award, Adams left
immadiataly to conduact clinics
cantusted by Motoroyoling Sustralia
atDlympic Park, both of wisch wers
& greaf sapcess. PH

AJINJURED

BHR Honga Team rider, Anthony A
Raberts, hazinjured himsel while
{rainlng nazr his hame on Bribie
Fstatinl n Q1. Doctors ave confirmed
that the chirrent chiampion has
fractured his tihia and will reluine a
misimum of six weeks recavery fime;
“lwas just gaing through a creel,
cants off and lanied hard on my ke,
fracturing tha lag," said Rabarts,
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