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Athol has a rookie
year to remember

By JARED SMITH

The roar of an tmg{'ne and ths
amell of its mitro is the sound and
seent of sueeess fur Pokena’s Athol
Williams and his Stod Racing Ltd
fam

The deagway bike rider and his
crew held a special demonstration
of their 1500ec displacement
ongine uvn the Pete Davis-Frame
modified hike at their base in
Pokenog  for sponsors  and

ﬁu!;ﬁurtel:s on Vriday.
& evenl was a ealnbrntmn of

ihein rmaﬂmiﬂﬁ wookie-yeur
achievement in the Auslralian
Mational Drag Racing Association
(ANTIRA) 2007-8 championship.
Held with seven major evenis
from August o June — Stud
Racing made history by finishing
soecond  overall in (AT
championships — which included
winning  the 2008 Summer
Nationals from Sydney snd the
2008 Winler Nalionals fram
Brishane. cacky :
No New Zealunder had ever
won # single Group One event in
he ANDRA hefore Williams' win-
ning of two Gold Christmas Trees,

the Lrophies for those events i

whidli' only four are given out a

“We ran probably the five
quickest lap times and four
quickest gqualifying fimes of Lhe

season,” Williams siid,

The Wintor Nationals iz the

biggest drapg racing evenl in (i

world vulside of the United States

REMARKABLE YEAR: Poleno’s Athol Williams with his Gold Christimas Trees
- the 2008 Stinmer Nationals from Sydney, and the 2008 Winter Nationals
from Brishans,

—arvound 100,000 fans allend over
three days u{ enm petition.
“All tho tracks have been essy
to deal with and i's been a
pI‘munr taking part hocause
syveryihing is sn professional over
thore * The team hike was buill, up
entirely by Lhe team in el home
base — from motor to crank shatt,
Williarns said any work Lhey did
waz doneoul of thie Lean frailor at
Lhe dagways — they could anky po
to ewents o weelk early to lesl,
wheress some of their Ausiralian
rivala could do up to 40 passes oo
the track before the event,
In total, Willizms and Nis crew
wun [wa of the three major cvents
wn the seven-event calender.

They made lhree nals oot of

aeven, qualified for all events, wor
five Top Qualifier medallions, got
bonus points for fastest Lowest
Elapsed Times al four meetings,
bonus points for fastest mph At
three meatings, and wera the mit
right fastest and quickest bike al
two evenls. The rewards were alsn
piven to the Stud erew which few
hack and forth across the Tasman
all yesr — (hey won besl appearing
bike and crew ot Nevember's
Golden States Nationals al Lhe
Perth Molorplex (and also the
longest fravelled award), while
grow chief Roger Bloor jwas
recopnised back home with the
Crew Chief of the Year award
feom the New Zealand Drag
Racing Assacialion,




